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1706 Scotch affairs probably counted among the difficulties the Queen alludes to. There came long memorials from Fleming, brother of the Earl of Wigton, to M. de Torcy, early in 1706, giving accounts of the number of Scotch ready to rise, and asking for troops, money and arms from Louis XIV (which that monarch was in no condition to furnish, however useful a diversion in Scotland might appear to Renaudot and others) and for the prompt arrival of James III at Edinburgh, which the Queen was still unwilling to agree to. On the other hand the improvement in her health is noticed by Father Sanders in a letter to Father Meredith at Rome ; he says the tumour in her breast is decreasing. " The King is .very well, and grows Bodleian strong and tall He has begun to ride the great horse, and does it very gracefully, and all say he will be a very good horseman. He has a great desire to make a campaign, and the Queen has asked it of the King of France, which he has not yet consented to. In all appearance it would do our King a great deal of good, and be much to his honour and reputation ; but the King of France will be loath to let him go till he can send him like a King. The Princess is very tall for her age, and by her wit and gracious behaviour charms all that come near her . . "
Dangeau also notices  the " considerable" improvement in f                                 the Queen's health, "the swelling  diminished and no longer
!    ,                            painful."    He also mentions " her great desire that the King,
;                            her son, should go to the war this year," proving that  her
refusal to send him to Scotland arose from no weak fear of
\                                 exposing him to the apprenticeship  of  war,   to the hazards
which every man of his name and race, as well as of her own, was accustomed to encounter at his age. " She wished him to serve as a volunteer in Marshal Villeroy's army under an assumed name, so as to avoid ceremony and expense ; the King of England desired it as much as the Queen, but the King did not consider it fitting. There are always a great many objections to such a step, not to be avoided, whatever precautions may be taken." a6o frs. All trace of them has disappeared.
